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The Hamptons have long been a haven for the worldÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s elite. Its breathtaking vistas inspired

Walt Whitman and Winslow Homer; its social forebears include Gerald and Sara Murphy

entertaining LÃƒÂ©ger and Fitzgerald; Kurt Vonnegut, Jackson Pollock, and Andy Warhol all found

inspiration on AmericaÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Riviera. Spectacular estates from the Gilded Age rival the

sprawling mansions of the bold-faced names attracted to this beachfront strip on Long Island each

summer. The Big Book of the Hamptons celebrates the mystique and romance of these iconic and

extravagant neighborhoods, exploring the architecture and gardens of these secluded retreats,

brought to life with amazing imagery in a deluxe volume.
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Michael Shnayerson is a long time contributing editor to Vanity Fair whose features for the

magazineencompass politics, the arts, society, the environment, publishing, and Hollywood. He is

the author or coauthor of five books, most recently Coal River, a work of narrative nonfiction about

the tragedy of mountaintop coal removal in Appalachia, published in 2008 by Farrar, Strauss,

Giroux; and My Song, singer and civil rights activist Harry Belafonte's memoir, co-written with Mr.

Belafonte and published in 2011 by Alfred Knopf. He is currently working on a first biography of New

York governor Andrew Cuomo, to be published by Grand Central Press. Shnayerson has lived

full-time in Sag Harbor and Bridgehampton for more than twenty years.



beautiful photos, makes me want to go NOW!

Loved everything!

This is a huge opportunity lost. It's a massive book, but apart from the semi-interesting introduction,

which gives the reader some idea of how the area functions, there are no great historic photos, very

little substance, and page after page of mediocre photographs of some seriously ugly contemporary

houses. Most of which look as though they've been built with no concern for the heritage of the area

which contains them. Possibly, many residents didn't want their 'mine's bigger than yours' houses

photographed, but that doesn't help the book. I thought it was a massive yawn. There are better

images on the internet of the kind of houses we ordinary mortals would like to live in. I flicked

through it in a night, and came out none the wiser. .

Disappointing. All of these large format pages and the photos they choose to show repeatedly

feature large, bland houses, one interior or exterior shot of each. The interiors are plain, the

landscapes and exteriors boringly repetitive. Too little on anything else and that's a lot of "anything

else" to ignore.

Given as a gift to family who have holiday home in The Hamptons. They adore the book

This book looks great on my coffee table and has great content within to pass the time with

Wonderful book! Marvelous full page photos. Beautiful quality!

So much design inspiration and a beautiful coffee table book too!
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